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MEM BERSHIPS IN THE HAMILTON NATURALIST' CLUB ARE NOW DUB. Memberships fall 
into the following categories: Life $113.09, Contributing $10.00 , 

Active $ 5 . 00 , Joint (husband and wife) $6,00, Student Member (over 18)$2.00, 
Junior (under 1C) $1.00, Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) 
$2.50, Meetings are held monthly September to May inclusive and the Wood 
Duck is mailed free to members. It is published nine times yearly. 


TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB ******************* 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE . PRESIDENT 


We are now into our 56th year of operation as a natural history society. You 
can be proud indeed of the achievements over the years. 

To maintain our present status, and to increase our membership, demands the 
involvement of the members in club programmes, field events and any activities 
brought forward during the season ahead. 

Your Executive personnel devote many hours to make your Club as interesting and 
worthwhile as it is possible to do. Their only reward is your enthusiastic response 
to their efforts. 

We are endeavouring to hold the line on the Annual Fee Schedule. We need more 
members and there is no reason why each individual should not be able to obtain at 
least one new member to assist us in our goal. 

The Programme for the monthly meetings - September to May ~ is of a very high 
calibre, due to the planning of Dr, Gerald Chappie, and the new Member of our 
Executive, fir. Larry Bird. 

Dr. R. c. G. MacLaren, the Field Events Director, has lined up the outdoor pro¬ 
gramme with a view to satisfying everyone. May I say - you are fortunate indeed to ' 
have Bert in charge, as he is doing this work avidly and unselfishly. 

Hazel Broker and her "Wood Duck Staff" (Edith Lawrence, Jack Leech-Porter) are 
devoting untold hours to the production of our Club magazine. They deserve your 
complete co-operation. 

The Conservation Director, Mr. Paul Eagles, is furthering the status of our Society 
by his keen awareness of this area of our objectives, and you can expect increased 
activity and acknowledgment from the community as Paul’s projects proceed. 

Our Bird Records Committee, as outlined by Robert Curry at the Annual Meeting, 
is a knowledgeable group. They are completely alert to this facet of the Club's 
operation, and, as Bob stated, are going to expand their members. There is no doubt 
that their interest and devotion will certainly be beneficial to the Club. 

Our financial affairs are being carefully reviewed each month, and you can rest 
assured that once matters have been stabilized, your Executive will proceed in a care¬ 
ful and responsible manner, to update equipment and to further the interests of the 
Club but always to maintain its solvency. 

I would respectfully call your attention to the fact that on the Renewal Membership 
Forms are spaces for donations to General Fund and Sanctuary Fund. Donations over 
and above the required fee in each category, will be covered by a receipt for Income 
Tax deduction purposes. We trust that the Members will see fit to Include a "little 
extra when they remit their fees in September. With increases all along the line, 
no donation is too small to be gratefully received. 

At this time, I would like to acknowledge the support and co-operation of Members 
of the Colour Photographic Club of Hamilton (who are also Members of our Club) - Miss 
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A Message From The Presi de nt (contin ued) 

Phyllis Morrow and Mr. George Globe, in supplying slides for the display boxes at our 
showing at the Federation of Ontario Naturalists' Annual Meeting in Peterborough on 
June 6th and 7th. These slides, along with the Colour Prints previously produced by 
John Giles, Clarence Smith, Harry Barrett, Stella Smith, Edith Kamermans and Norman 
Haultain, were much admired and pronounced "most worthwhile and enjoyable" by the 
delegates in attendance. James Dowall arranged the slide boxes, as well as contri¬ 
buting to the contents. Larry Bird transported, set up the display, and manned it 
during the conference. The Federation has expressed its appreciation to the Club 
for its outstanding contribution. 

A word about our Sanctuary Properties—these deserve much greater attention from 
the Membership! While we are experiencing considerable difficulty with motorized 
vehicles, more frequent visits by the members would assist in tracking down the 
destructive individuals. The response to "workshops" at the sanctuaries is ludicrous. 
If we must, we will canvass the members when next the call goes out for a workshop 
day. Surely one or two days out of 365 could produce more able-bodied men than 
heretofore!! These are your properties and their maintenance is your responsibility 
as a Club Member! 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a representative society in our Region. BE A 
REPRESENTATIVE MEMBER! 


...... ..... . ..Marion S. Shivas 

******************** 

A Warm Welcome To These New Members 


Miss Dinah Anderson, 188 Ewan Road, Hamilton L8S 3C9 

Mr. William Carmichael Jr., 4470 Cottonwood, Burlington 

Mr. & Mrs. George Campbell, 621 - 644 Main St. W., Hamilton LG3 1A1 

Mr, Ralph E. Gardiner, Box 1123, Station B, Fort Erie L2A 5N9 

Mrs. Phyllis Grightmier, 227 McNab St., Dundas L9H 2K2 

Mrs. Margaret Harland, 115 Concession St. W., Apt. 3, Dunnville 

Mrs, Helena Jones, 32 Wigton St., Box G74 Caledonia NOA 1A0 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael McCarthy, 1195 Fennell Ave. E., Hamilton 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Meldrum, 153 Bell Ave,, Hamilton 

Mr, & Mrs. Henry Rapcewicz, 56 Moxley Drive, Hamilton L8T 3Y7 

Mr, Tony Repcys, Y.M.C.A, Room 230, Jamas St. S», Hamilton 

Mr. Philip Walker, 424 - 16 Helen St., Dundas L9H 1N4 

Miss Susan Wollner, 248 East 12th St., Hamilton L9A 3X3 


NAME TAGS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. DO PUT YOURS ON . MAKE A 
POINT OF SPEAKING TO SOMEONE YOU HAVE NOT MET BEFORE. LET'S BE FRIENDLY. 
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EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 

************************************************ ************ *************** 

* MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING * 

* 


* Date and Time 

* 

Place: 

* 

* 

* Programme; 

* 

* 

* 

* 


MONDAY. SEPTEMBER C, 1975 at 3:00 P.M. 

Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario, 

The Bird Study Committee under the direction of 
Mr. Robert Curry will present 

"AVIAN HIGHLIGHTS" 


* Come out and hear of the work and experiences of these very active 

* members of our Club. 

* 

* VISITORS ARE WELCOME STAY FOR. FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS * 

************r******r********************************** *********************** 


OTHER SEPTEMBER EVE NTS OF INTEREST TO NATU RALISTS 

Sunday. 3sptemier 7 at 3;00 a.m. CLUB FIELD EVENT 

BIRDS - Mountsberg R&aervoir and surrounding area . This is an 
opportunity to get some help with the identification if those 
confusing shorebirds. 

Meet at the Dundurn Castle parking lot. Brin,: a lunch . 

Leader: Mr. Bob Westmore Hamilton 525-1171 

Friday, September 12 - Tuesday, September 16 (inclusive^ A J5LUE EVENT 

A field trip to Moosonee. See thousands of Snow Geese, Look for 
Gyrfalcons. Approximate cost $55 . Two nights in motels and two 
nights in tents. For further information call Mr. Alan Wormington, 

Hamilton 527-5944 

Saturday, September 13 at 2:00 p.m. CLUB FIELD EVENT 

FLOWERS in Hendrie Valley. This is a wonderful opportunity to learn 
to identify the fall wildflowers, Meet at the Lamb's Hollow Entrance . 
to Hendrie Valley off Unsworth Drive, Burlington. 

Leader: Mr. John Lamoureux, Royal Botanical Gardens Staff. 

Saturday, September 13 

Iroquoia Bruce Trail Club Corn Roast and Annual Meeting at the Resource 
Management Centre, Ancaster. 

Saturday, September 20 at 9:30 a.m. 

The first session of a short course on the field identification of 
native trees by foliage, bud, twig and bark characteristics. This 
course is sponsored by the Royal Botanical Gardens, Meet at the Gardens 
Headquarters. This field trip will be followed by an indoor session at 
the Gardens Headquarters Building on Monday, September 22 at 7:30 p.m. 
Leader : Dr. Peter Rice 


(continued on next page) 
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS OF INTEREST TO NATURALISTS - 


Sunday, September 21 at 8:00 a.m. C LUB FIELD EVENT 


BIRDS in the Bronte area. Meet at the Shell Park, Lakeshore Road 
just east of the Pig and Whistle. Bring a lunch . 

Leader: Mr. Mark Jennings Burlington 637-6618 


Sundays at 7:00 a.m. 

Field study of migrating shore birds, warblers and others. Sponsored 
by the Royal Botanical Gardens. 

September 21 - Meet at the Nature Centre 

September 28 - Meet in the parking lot near the athletic field, 
McMaster. 

Leader: Dr. James Pringle 

Saturday, September 27 at 8:30 a.m. 

The Royal Botanical Gardens is sponsoring a field trip for plant 
identification featuring walks along the trails of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club Spooky Hollow Sanctuary and St. Williams reforestation 
areas in Norfolk County. Bring a lunch. Bus leaves the Gardens Head¬ 
quarters building. Advance registration with the R. B, G. by September 2' 
Fee $2.SC for members, $3.50 fbr non-members. 

Leader: Dr. James Pringle 

Saturday, September 27 at 8:30 a.m. 

Leave by bus from Gardens Headquarters for the Hamilton Naturalists’ 

Club Gpoolcy Hollow Sanctuary near Normandale and reforestation areas 
near St. Williams on a collectingfield trip. This is part of a short 
course on the identification, ecology and edibility of mushrooms and it 
is sponsored by the Royal Botanical Gardens. Bring a lunch,and a basket. 
This is followed by a choice of one of two laboratory sessions on 
Monday, September 29 or Tuesday, September 30 at 7:3C p.m. Register in 
advance with the Royal Botanical Gardens by September 22. Fee is $2.50 
for members , $3:50 for non-members. 

Leaders: Mr. Jack Lord and Dr. Peter Rice 

Saturday & Sunday, September 27& 20 

The Bruce Trail Association Annual Meeting and Hikes will be held at 
Camp Ambassador, Woodford (between Owen Sound and Meaford). 

Sunday, October 5 at 10:00 a.m . CLUB FIELD EVENT 


WOODY PLANTS AND FLOWERS in the St. John's Conservation area. Meet 
at the Conservation area on Pelham Street North, 1 1/2 miles north 
of Highway 20, (This conservation area lies north of Fonthill and is 
near our own Short Hills Sanctuart). Bring a lunch . 

Leader: Mr. George Meyers Grimsby 145-4217 


VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE IN ALL CLUB FIELD EVENTS. BRING A FRIEND. 
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FALL HAWK ILL ORATION 


David Copeland, 28 Sandalwood Ave., Hamilton, has compiled the 
1975 Spring Hawk Count for the Hamilton area which will appear in the October 
issue of the Hood Duck . In the meantime the Fall migration is upon us and 
Dave is interested in hearing of your observations. Official Hawk Migration 
Association of North America report forms are now available at the monthly 
meeting of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club or, call Bob Curry or Dave Copeland. 


Recommended Fall Hawk Dates and Laoctions are : 
1, Broad-wing ) 

Sharp-shinned) September 10 - 30 

Osprey ) 


(York Road fields 
(Escarpment between Rattlesn 
( Pt, and Sydenham Mt., Dune 


2 . 


Red-tailed ) 
Rec.-chouldered) 
Golden Eagle ) 
Rough-legged ) 


(Woodland Cemetery 
(McMaster University 

October 15 - November(P- .werline Corridor 


** ** * * * * * * ** * * * ** * * * * 
*********** 


ANNOUNCEMENT FOR NATURALISTS’ PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN BIR - C 

This Fall, SHERIDAN COLLEGE , OAKVILLE , is offering a ten week night course 
entitled - 

BIRD STUDY - (INTERMEDIATE TO ADVANCED ) _ COURSE CODE EYJE 8759 

INSTRUCTOR : ROSEMARY GAYMER 


Originally requested by those who have already attended Bas..c B 2 .J .0 Study (giv 
each year for‘the past four years), "Bird Study II" is considerably more advanc 
than the basic course. 

It will be suitable for those who consider their own knowledge of bird 
identification to be at the intermediate level or above, and have some under¬ 
standing of birds beyond mere identification. Those who have not attended the 
basic course will be just as welcome as tnose who have, ano will not rind them¬ 
selves at a disadvantage, so long as they are not beginners, it will be run 
rather than formal - but you will learn a lot. ihe ten evening sessions will b 
augmented by at least two field trips at weekends. 

Place: Main Campus, Trafalgar Road 

7;00 p.m. 

Wednesday. September 24, 1975 

$26.00 (less $3.CO for those who are paid up members of 
either: 

. South Peel Naturalists' Club 
. Toronto Field Naturalists' Club 
. Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
. Georgetown Naturalists' Club 

To Register, contact CONTINUING EDUCATION DIVISION, Sherxcian college, 

1430 Trafalgar Road , Oakville. 

Telephone: Oakville 045-9430 , Burlington 032-7081 


Time: 

Starting Date: 
Fee; 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 
Financial Statements for Year Ended April 30, 1975 

GENERAL FUND 


Bank balance at April 30, 1974 



$ 777.58 

RECEIPTS 




Fees 

Sanctuary donations received 

Portion of T.C. Merriot bequest 

Other Income 


$1,536.25 

330.00 

1 , 800.00 

16.25 

3,682.50 




$4,460.08 

DISBURSEMENTS 


** 


Wood Duck publication 

Monthly meetings 

Stationery, postage, etc. 

Application dues 

Sanctuary fund 

Transfer to Sanctuary Fund 

Sanctuary upkeep 

Conservation 

■'Legal 

Share of Audubon Screen Tour Loss 
Other expenses 

286.13 

191.53 

$ 65 9.2k 
755.40 
745.05 
145.00 

477.66 

125.70 

800.00 

95.94 

64.83 

3 , 868.82 

Bank balance at April 30, 1975 



$ 591.26 


* Advance paid to club lawyer re Hand Estate appeal which should be 
recoverable from Hand Estate trustee. 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 
Financial Statements for Year Ended April 30, 1975 


SANCTUARY FUND 


Bank balance at April 30 , 1974 


Receipts 

Transfer from general account-donations re 1973-74 

1974-75 

Eric Bastin Estate bequest 
Debenture matured 


Interest on debenture matured 
Bank interest 


Bank balance at April 30 , 1975 

Debenture at Huron & Erie #15-117215, Nov. 1/76, 8 % 


$ 689.20 


147.66 

138.47 

1,000.00 

1 , 000.00 

238.19 

22.58 


$3,236.10 

$1,000.00 

$4,236.10 


ENDOWMENT FUND 

Bank Balance at April 30 , 1974 
Receipts 

Life memberships 
Bank interest 

Bank balance at April 30, 1975 

Debenture at Huron & Erie #15-118130, March 1/77, 7h% 


129.15 

200.00 

11.05 

$ 3^0.20 

1 , 100.00 

$1,440.20 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 
Financial Statements for Year Ended April 30, 1975 


RESERVE FUND 

Bank balance at April 30, 1974 


66.09 


RECEIPTS 


T.C. Merriot Estate bequest $5,800.00 

less portion to general account 1,800.00 
C. W. Hand Estate bequest* - cottage proceeds $ 7,778.14 

- cash received 30,000.00 

- interest on 30,000 

180-day note 1,481.89 

- reserve account 

interest re Hand 529-02 

- income from securities 

1,121.20 


Interest other than Hand Estate ■■ 

- on note 

- reserve account lnt. 


133-13 

83-54 


4,000.00 


40,910-25 

216.67 


Bank balance at April 30, 1975 


$45,193-01 


Debenture at Huron & Erie #15-113982, Feb. 1/76, Ihl 


1,775-98 


Securities re Hand Estate:* 

Canada Permanent Mortgage Corp., 10/, June 7/79, 

certificate 

$10,000.00 

Bell Canada, Series W, June 15/84,face $2,000. 

market f4^ 

1,490.00 

Union Gas Ltd., 510 common shares, bid 7 5/8, 

April 30/75 

3,888.75 

Ontario Hydro, 5^%, July 15/80, face $2,000. 

market 87 

1,740.00 

Ontario Hydro, 5 h! t Feb.15/81, face $1,000. 

market 78 5/8 

786.25 

Prov. of Ontario, 5 h%, Aug.15/79, face $2,000. 

market 901; 

1,805.00 

Huron & Erie 8 3/4%, Nov.1/76, certificate 

2,000.00 

Huron & Erie, 9%, Sept.1/78, certificate 

3,000.00 


$24,710-00 

$71,678.99 


* 


A bequest to our club that was received during 1974-75 from the C.W. Hand 
Estate has been appealed. The cash and securities included in the Reserve 
Fund Statement for 1974-75 of $65,676.95 will have to be returned to the 
C.W.Hand Estate if this appeal succeeds. All funds and securities received 
from the Hand Estate are being held in trust pending settlement of this appeal. 
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BRIEF CONCERNING ROAD PLANS IN THE TURKEY POINT AREA 
AND THE SPOOKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY PROPERTY 


The '’Spooky Hollow Sanctuary" property comprises 95 acres more or less, being 
composed of a central part of Lot 17 in the 1st Concession of the Township of 
Charlotteville, County of Norfolk, Province of Ontario. 

This Nature Reserve was purchased by public subscription early In 1961 for the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, a non-profit organization chartered by the Provincial 
Government of Ontario. 

Purpose of Preservation 


Nature Reserves or Sanctuaries are acquired by related naturalist groups for preser¬ 
vation of the unspoiled natural qualities which they represent. They are open to 
the public for education and study in natural history subjects and peaceful walks. 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary is frequented by Naturalists and Nature Photographers from 
all over Ontario and New York State, as well as individuals from far-flung points 
throughout Canada, the United States and England. They appreciate the preservation 
by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club of such a rich and diverse area. 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club in March, 1971, received a citation from the Soil 
Society of America in recognition of Natural Plant Community Management in a Wise 
and Judicious Manner—the result of our acquisition and holding of the Spooky Hollow 
Nature Reserve and its "hands-off" management. 

Natural Features of Spooky Hollow Sanctuary 

Geomorphology 

(a) Lies within the Norfolk Sand Plain and is composed of high hills and deep 
valleys formed during the glacial period by the deltaic deposits of Lakes 
Whittlesey and Warren. 

(b) Topography within the Sanctuary is exceedingly varied. 

In the West are high hills punctuated by deep valleys. Travelling from the 
Main Entrance near the southeast corner, the land continuously rises to the 
high plateau on the northern boundary. To the east, the land rises again 
to high hills. 

(c) Environments range from hilltop to stream bank, with hardwood to coniferous 
cover, acid to neutral PH, clay, sand, muck and gravel; all combined with 

an equitable climate, where the land has never been disturbed from its virgin 
state for agricultural purposes. 

(d) Coursing through the property is Fisher's Creek, flowing from the North to 
the Southeast, and receiving drainage from the hills in the West, North and 
East. Fisher's Creek is one of the finest, unspoiled streams remaining in 
southern Ontario, providing excellent spawning habitat for fish of several 
species. 
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Brief Concerning road plans in the Turkey Point Area and the Spooky Hollow Sanctuary 

Property - continued ____ ___ 

Flora and Fauna 

(a) The Flora in the Sanctuary embraces not only those of the Carolinian life 
zone but of other regions as well, i.e. Transcontinental, Alleghenian, and 
from the Ohio and=Mississippi Valleys, and West in their origins. 

(b) Dr. James Cruise of Toronto University, in List of Vascular Plants of Norfolk 
County (Transactions of the Royal Canadian Institute, No. 72, Volume XXXV, 
February, 1969 ) points out that several species of plants which are infrequent 
in the County are resident in Spooky Hollow, viz. 

- Disporum lanuginosum (Yellow Mandarin) 

- Streptopus amplexifolius (White Mandarin) 

- Aralia racemosa (Spikenard) 

- Cynoglossum boreale (Northern Wild Comfrey) 

- Aureolaria flava and pedicularis - (False foxglove or Gerardia) 

(c) The hillsides maintain stands of Maple, Beech, White Ash, basswood. Yellow 
Birch, and Red and Black Oaks. Sassafras, Mountain Maple, Shagbark Hickory, 
Flowering Dogwood, and (rare in Norfolk County) the Beaked Hazelnut, grow in 
the cool, moist soil where the springs flow from the hillsides. 

(d) Cedars, Larch, Pines and an expansive Hemlock grove with Ironwood and Blue 
Beech, occupy a large valley area to the east, near Fisher's Creek. 

(e) Shrubs are numerous and varied in Spooky Hollow environs. 

(f) Sweet Chestnut is maintaining remnant growth on the hillsides toward the 
south and west. 

(g) A small pine plantation composed of Austrian and Scots varieties, planted 
by a former owner, occupies the southwestern corner. 

(h) Sweet Pignut Hickory is growing near the Main Trail to the north. 

(I) Due to the undisturbed vegetation and non-removal of deadwood, the Fungi 
growth in the Sanctuary is outstanding and varied. 

(j) The Bryophitic content is interesting and lush. 

PLANT CONTENT IS LARGE AND REPRESENTATIVE AND LIST IS ATTACHED FOR REFERENCE 

Fauna 

(a) The fauna includes some outstanding species which require the habitat which 
Spooky Hollow affords and which are becoming depleted by destruction of 
their habitat in other areas, viz. 

- Pickerel Frog - Rana palustris 

- Fowler's Toad - Bufo woodhousei fowleri 

- Brown or Dekay's Snake - Storeria dekayi 

(b) Brush Wolves den in the Sanctuary and Deer roam its environs. 

(c) Some of the nesting birds observed are the Golden-winged Warbler, Pine Warbler, 
Black-throated Green Warbler, Winter Wren, Roughed Grouse and Woodcock. 
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Brief Concerning road plans in the Turkey Point Area and the Spooky Hollow Sanctuary 
Property - continued _ 


General submissions 


Flora and fauna in natural areas is only protected by an UNBROKEN expanse, which 
is presently represented by the 188-acre preserve immediately to the west of 
Spooky Hollow Sanctuary (owned by Mrs. Barbara Anderson of Simcoe, Ontario). 

The northern boundary also features an UNBROKEN expanse and Fisher’s Creek flows 
through this property before entering the sanctuary confines. 

The present roads abutting this bloc provide a scenic route with unspoiled verges 
which are exceedingly refreshing when contrasted with the sterile ecological and 
environmental disruptions evidenced along roads constructed today. 

The biotic qualities presently represented in the area would be downgraded to no 
small degree - if not utterly despoiled by any new road-building. 

SUMMARY 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club hereby places this submission before the Ministries 
of the Province of Ontario who are master-planning the Turkey Point Provincial 
Park Area: 

I - Ecologically we cannot afford the Government largesse which is being 
distributed to the people by the planners who propose such unthinkable 
schemes as closure of roads used for many decades, and the construction 
of a new road on the northern boundary of our Sanctuary Property. This 
could only result in degradation of our nature reserve with severe dis¬ 
turbance to the biota therein, and difficult-to-control access from three 
sides. 

II - A road through this bloc, which is now completely undisturbed except 

for skimobiles and trail bikes (who are using the nature reserve illegally), 
would ultimately mean a severe loss to the citizens who assisted in its 
purchase, and to the people who use it for the purpose for which it was 
intended. 

Ill - Construction of a road at the Northern Limits of the Sanctuary would 
seriously alter the drainage system and cause undue silting and salt 
pollution in Fisher's Creek. 

IV - We implore our governing officials to respect our interest and concern for 
the natural values which must be retained at all costs, if we and our land 
are to be safe. 

V - Good "Resource Husbandry" involves the pleasures to be derived by the people 
in clean air, healthy soils, clean water, unspoiled landscape and deep woods 
for plants and animals. 

Degradation of Nature has vast significances for ALL living creatures! 

VI - We want good stewardship of our natural heritage! This responsibility rests 
squarely on the shoulders of our elected officials and their employees! 

VII - Disruption of the natural features of the existing bloc, by forging a 
new road through this area, is unrealistic and aberrant! 
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Brief Concerning road plans in the Turkey Point Area and the Spooky Hollow Sanctuary 
Property - continued ____ 

SUBMISSION moved by_ J .:.Hawna .Seconded by.....§: .P?rbes. 

and passed by a Quorum of Members of the HAMILTON NATURALISTS* CLUB present at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society held at the Headquarters Building of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens, Burlington, Ontario, on MONDAY, the twelfth of MAY, One thousand 
nine hundred and seventy-five. 


J. Harschnitz 


Marion S. Shivas 


Secretary 


President 


"If no one knows the importance of preserving a beautiful 
place, that place is not likely to be preserved but instead 
transformed to something else and probably something less... 
The measure of enlightenment will be man’s ability in the 
special places to recognize that the natural things which 
are there already are good things. These we inherit." 

- Ansel Adams - THESE WE INHERIT. 

********** 

******* 


NOTES FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


Besides the above brief, the members at the Annual Meeting of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club heard and accepted two further resolutions. 

1. Resolution Respecting Coote's Paradise 

2. Resolution Concerning Planning for LaSalle Park 

These resolutions will be printed in the October issue of the Wood Duck . 

My thanks to all who have submitted material early for this, the September 
issue. Temperatures outside have reached the 100 degree mark as I am finishing 
the typing on August 1st. Hopefully the weather will be cooler when we next go to 
press. Deadline for submitting material is the first of the month if you wish 
your article to appear in the next month’s issue. Keep the material rolling in. 

Because or other commitments, Bill Littlewood is unable to undertake the collatin 
bh e Wood Duck in future. We < have appreciated his dedicated assistance this 
past year and extend a big THANK YOU, Sheila Forbes has volunteered to take on 
the responsibility of mailing the Wood Duck . She will be looking for volunteers 
to give her a hand to man the collater and the stapler. Could you help ? 


Hazel Broker 
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F. 0- N. ANNUAL f/EETING 


BY Larry Bird 


nn-ni-h ^ e p ^ aG ^ ful > pastoral setting of the Trent University Nassau Campus, just 
6 7 S f Peterborough was an ldeal location for the F.O.N. Annual Meeting on June 


Wespent Friday afternoon setting up the displays and meeting new friends among 
HnJ? browsing among the excellent exhibits. The Hamilton Club's display of 

hn?h on S ^i deS °f ^ sanctuaries attracted much attention and favourable comment. 
SnS S? Variety °£ flora shown and the superb quality of the photography. Other 
hi?d t i u? 1 ? yS WG p e: t f e Trent Unlverslt y collection of bird study skins, ceramic 
1 S T 3 f0r Sale by Peter> borough artist W.A. Eakins, a display of wild foods 

and. a e colleoMnn U ?f i^ Uh: ‘ larg ? and varied Willow Beach Young Naturalist display, 
o*? pvhihSo f -^verworts exhibited by Millbrook expert Harry Williams. A total 
oi ip exhibits were displayed by as many organizations. 

by Sh ° r ™> members of the F.O.N. Nature Reserves Conmittee, A1 

nrnvidpH L7 of Natural Resources, wild life biologist, Clive Goodwin and others 
provided an informative variety of topics throughout Saturday afternoon. 

Fl0 £ a MacDonald, M.P. for Kingston and the Islands delivered an enlightening 

friih ^ ter t hf harquet. At this time Marion Shivas and Doug Sadler were presented 

llfa membershl P s in the F.O.N. - Marion for her early initiative in the 

concerni m ,,! s TSf eS ^ r/lr ' Sadler f ° r his accomplishments in public education 
concerning natural history and conservation. The McKeevers of Vineland won the F.O.N. 

Conservation Award for their dedicated efforts to help birds of prey. 

hr>p, ,rrH? n i-^ Un0 u y i a wide varlety of fleld trips led by Peterborough Club members 
brought the whole weekend to a relaxing conclusion. 


I 

with an 
be held. 


left Peterborough with pleasant memories of new friendships formed, and also 
eager anticipation of attending next year's annual meeting, wherever it is to 


A****************** 


"Touch the earth, love the earth, honour the earth, 
her plains, her valleys, her hills and her seas; 
rest your spirit in her solitary places. For the 
gifts of life are the earth's and they are given 
to all, and they are the songs of birds at day¬ 
break, Orion and the Bear, and dawn seen over the 
ocean from the beach.” 


- Henry Beston 
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SPRING BIRD COUNTS 

-compiled by E. Dinniwell 



MA Y 11 

MAY 12 

MAY 13 


1573 

1974 

wet & rainy 

1975 

sunny & warm 

Common Loon 

12 

_ 

1 

Red-throated Loon 

1 

- 

- 

Red-necked Grebe 

2 

- 

- 

Horned Grebe 

6 

- 

- 

Pied-billed Grebe 

2 

- 

- 

Double-crested Cormorant 

1 

1 

- 

Great Blue Heron 

11 

12 

2 

Snowy Egret 

1 

- 

- 

Great Egret 

- 

- 

1 

Green Heron 

6 

2 

3 

Black-crowned Night Heron 

1 

- 

1 

American Bittern 

4 

1 

1 

Mute Swan 

- 

1 

- 

Whistling Swan 

2 

2 

1 

Canada Goose 

15 

5 

21 

Blue Goose 

- 

2 

- 

Mallard 

G5 

27 

27 

Black Duck 

4 

1 

2 

Gadwall 

2 

- 

- 

White-winged Scoter 

2 

- 

- 

Green-winged Teal 

- 

- 

4 

Blue-winged Teal 

11 

3 

15 

American Uigeon(Baldpate) 

- 

- 

4 

Northern Shoveler 

*■» 

J 

3 

4 

Wood Duck 

b 

12 

8 

Redhead 

l 

- 

1 

Greater Scaup 

15 

- 

- 

Lesser Scaup 

11 

- 

- 

Common Goldeneye 

2 

- 

- 

Bufflehead 

5 

- 

- 

Old Squaw 

6 

- 

- 

Ruddy Duck 

- 

- 

14 

Common Merganser 

6 

1 

- 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

1 

1 

- 

Cooper's Hawk 

1 

1 

- 

Red-tailed Hawk 

10 

3 

15 

Peregrine Falcon 

- 

- 

1 

American Kestrel (Sparrow Hawk ) 

4 

- 

2 

Ruffed Grouse 

1 

1 

- 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

6 

3 

1 

Sora Rail 

2 

1 

- 

Common Gallinule 

23 

14 

6 

American Coot 

11 

9 

1 

Killdeer 

54 

5 

21 

Black-bellied Plover 

1 

- 

- 

Ruddy Turnstone 

12 

- 

- 

Common Snipe ( Wilson’s ) 

5 

- 

- 

Upland Plover 

r> 

U 

- 

1 

Spotted Sandpiper 

30 

1 

11 

Solitary Sandpiper 

1 

- 

1 




(continued next page 




SPRING BIRD COUNTS - (continued) 

17 

1973 

1974 

1975 

Greater Yellowlegs 

1 

- 

- 

Lesser Yellowlegs 

5 

6 

6 

Baird's Sandpiper 

- 

- 

1 

Least Sandpiper 

17 

4 

15 

Dunlin 

15 

13 

12 

Dowitcher 

19 

- 

- 

Little Gull 

1 

- 

- 

Great Blaclc-backed Gull 

1 

3 

- 

Herring Gull 

120 

33 

- 

Ring-billed Gull 

400 

- 

18 

Bonaparte’s Gull 

- 

800 

- 

Forster's Tern 

1 

- 

- 

Common Tern 

1500 

- 

- 

Black Tern 

22 

20 

15 

Mourning Dove 

72 

9 

35 

Black-billed Cuckoo 

1 

- 

- 

Barn Owl 

1 

- 

- 

Great Horned Owl 

4 

- 

- 

Chimney Swift 

44 

60 

13 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

5 

1 

3 

Belted Kingfisher 

6 

3 

5 

Common Flicker 

02 

32 

6 

Pileated Woodpecker 

- 

- 

2 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

.•> 

<_• 

1 

1 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

- 

- 

3 

Hairy Woodpecker 

4 

2 

6 

Downy Woodpecker 

15 

9 

11 

Eastern Kingbird 

r 

1 

6 

Great Crested Flycatcher 

n 

- 

16 

Eastern Phoebe 

o 

o 

- 

6 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 

- 

1 

- 

Least Flycatcher 

1C 

3 

5 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

- 

- 

1 

Horned Lark 

5 

- 

3 

Tree Swallow 

52 : 

515 

143 

Bank Swallow 

95 C 

505 

12 

Rough-winged 3v?allow 

36 

24 

8 

Barn Swallow 

700 

34 

15 

Cliff Swallow 

S 

2 

1 

Purple Martin 

15 

3 


Blue Jay 

79 

23 

62 

Common Crow 

129 

46 

67 

Blacked-capped Chicadee 

loo 

23 

98 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

14 

3 

7 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

5 

- 

1 

Brown Creeper 

3 

1 

3 

House Wren 

49 

30 

31 

Winter Wren 

- 

- 

2 

Carolina Wren 

- 

- 

1 

Short-billed Marsh Wren 

3 

- 

- 

Mockingbird 

1 

- 

- 

Catbird 

74 

10 

16 

Brown Thrasher 

36 

9 

2 

Robin 

250 

89 

130 

Wood Thrush 

21 

14 

20 


(continued next page 


) 
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SPRING BIRD COUNTS - (continued) 

,,1273 

1974 

1975 

Hermit Thrush 

5 

14 

6 

Swainson’s Thrush 

1 

2 

5 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 

1 

1 

1 

Veery 

15 

9 

5 

Eastern Bluebird 

- 

- 

1 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

1 

2 

6 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

1 

55 

3 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

51 

- 

43 

Water Pipit 

- 

- 

2 

Cedar Waxwing 

29 

- 

16 

Starling 

85 j 

244 

300 

White-eyed Vireo 

1 

- 

- 

Yellow-throated Vireo 

2 

- 

2 

Solitary Vireo 

5 

5 

2 

Red-eyed Vireo 

2 

- 

1 

Philadelphia Vireo 

- 

- 

1 

Warbling Vireo 

10 

- 

9 

Black-and-white Warbler 

43 

*9 

25 

Golden-winged Warbler 

3 

1 

1 

Blue-winged Warbler 

1 

- 

3 

Tennessee Warbler 

1 

1 

1 

Orange-crowned Warbler 

1 

1 

1 

Nashville Warbler 

59 

3. 

23 

Parula Warbler 

2 

- 

2 

Yellow Warbler 

57 

13 

27 

Magnolia Warbler 

10 

1 

1 

Cape May Warbler 

1 

4 

8 

Black-throated Blue Warbler 

20 

8 

9 

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler 

106 

7 

140 

Black-throated Green Warbler 

38 

3 

23 

Cerulean Warbler 

2 

- 

- 

Blackburnian Warbler 

34 

5 

8 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 

5 3 

4 

4 

Bay-breasted Warbler 

2 

- 

- 

Palm Warbler 

7 

- 

21 

Ovenbird 

11 

16 

3 

Northern Uaterthrush 

/;. 

- 

5 

Louisiana Uaterthrush 

3 

1 

2 

Connecticut Warbler 

- 

1 

- 

Yellowthroat 

ii 

3 

2 

American Redstart 

23 

1 

6 

English Sparrow 

3 L ' 3 

50 

130 

Bobolink 

18 

1 

5 

Eastern Meadowlark 

100 

12 

21 

Red-winged Blackbird 

770 

110 

160 

Rusty Blackbird 

- 

- 

3 

Common Grackle 

770 

94 

205 

Brown-headed Gowbird 

200 

45 

70 

Orchard Oriole 

- 

- 

2 

Baltimore Oriole 

58 

7 

40 

Scarlet Tanager 

1 


- 

Cardinal 

65 

21 

43 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

36 

28 

43 

Indigo Bunting 

- 

1 

1 

Purple Finch 

•• 

- 

4 


(continued next page..) 







SPRING BIRD COUNTS - (continued) 



1373 

1974 

1975 

Pine Siskin 

2 

- 

- 

American Goldfinch 

167 

15 

29 

Dickcissel 

- 

- 

2 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

13 

14 

10 

Savannah Sparrow 

41 

- 

16 

Grasshopper Sparrow 

- 

- 

3 

Vesper Sparrow 

3 

- 

- 

Slate-colored Junco 

2 

- 

1 

Tree Sparrow 

- 

- 

2 

Chipping Sparrow 

43 

9 

31 

Clay-colored Sparrow .. 

- 

- 

4 

Field Sparrow 

33 

11 

36 

White-crowned Sparrow 

23 

5 

13 

White-throated Sparrow 

92 

24 

58 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

1 

- 

1 

Swamp Sparrow 

0 

3 

31 

Song Sparrow 

143 

34 

60 

Total 

150 

species 

102 

species 

132 

sped es 


OBSERVERS : 

1973 - Larry Armes, D. Bastaja, Hazel Broker, E. Dinnewell, Jim Dowall, 

Debbie Escott, Nick Escott, R. Finlayson, Janet Forbes, Sheila Forbes, 
Mark Jennings, Shirley Element, Evelyn Morris, George North, Laurel 
North, Orval Reynolds, Helen Taylor, Bob Westmore. To tal 13 . 

1974 - Hazel Broker, Lyall Daly, E. Dinniwell, Jim Dowall, Chris Escott, 

Nick Escott, Sheila Forbes, Lydia Hamilton, Evelyn Morris, Laurel 
North, Bob Westmore, Total 11 . 

1975 - Hazel Broker, Bob Curry, E. Dinniwell, Jim Dowall, Chris Escott, 

Lydia Hamilton, Brad McEachern, Evelyn Morris, Joan Peters, Orval 
Reynolds, Helen Taylor, Phil Walker, Bob Westmore, Brian Wylie. Total 14 

The number of observers was down in 1974 and the weather was wet and 
rainy. This was probably why the total number of species was down. Probably 
the increased number of boats in Lake Ontario, Burlington Bay and Cootes 
Paradise will keep the number of water birds seen on count day even lower in 
years to come. Nevertheless it is interesting to see which birds have been 
seen over the years. The number of observers hasn't fluctuated too drastically. 
The areas covered were essentially the same as those covered in previous spring 
bird counts with perhaps less coverage of Lake Ontario. One hundred and seventy- 
seven species of birds were seen over the three year span on Spring Bird Count 
Day, I don't know whether observers were noting swallows, but the numbers 
present in 1975 were low compared to those in 1973. 

Unfortunately, at this time of the year, many birders are at Pelee or 
elsewhere. In 1S76, the spring bird count will be on the Sunday before the long 
weekend in May. Do come out and join in the fun. You do not have to be an 
expert to share in this census. 

Sincere thanks to all who have participated in these Spring Bird Counts. 
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